Quick Home Inspection Guide
Protecting Your Home from Construction Blasting Damage

Important Disclaimer
Completing this inspection does NOT guarantee the contractor will repair any damage that occurs. This inspection creates evidence that may support a damage claim, but you may still need to pursue compensation through insurance, legal action, or negotiation. The purpose of this guide is to give you documentation to protect your interests - it is not a guarantee of repair or compensation. Consider consulting with a lawyer if you have concerns about potential construction damage to your property.
Why You Need This
Blasting and heavy construction can crack walls, shift foundations, and damage your home. If you don't have photos from before construction starts, you can't prove the damage is new. This simple guide takes 1-2 hours and protects your biggest investment. As a bonus, this inspection may reveal existing problems you didn't know about - like foundation cracks, water damage, or structural issues - that you can address before they get worse. 
Safety First: Some areas of the building may not be easily accessible.  Keep your own personal safety in mind while doing the inspection.  Ladders, in particular, are the cause of falls and injury around the home. If your safety is in doubt, either forego that part of the inspection or get help. It is recommended the inspection be done by two people.  A second person may spot something the other missed as well as ensure a safe inspection.  

What You Need
· Your smartphone (that's it!) 
· Optional: a ruler or coin for scale in close-up photos 
· Optional: a friend to help 

The 30-Minute Essential Inspection
Do this before any blasting or construction begins.
Outside Your Home (15 minutes)
1. Walk around your house taking overlapping photos of every wall
· Start at one corner, walk the perimeter 
· Hold phone horizontally (landscape mode) 
· Overlap each photo with the previous one 
· Make sure you capture the foundation and walls up to the roof 
2. Look for and photograph any cracks you see
· Foundation cracks (especially important) 
· Cracks in brick, stucco, or siding 
· For each crack: take one wide shot showing where it is, one close-up with a ruler or coin next to it 
3. Photograph all your windows from outside
· One photo of each window 
· Look for cracks at the corners 
Inside Your Home (15 minutes)
4. Photograph walls and ceilings - focus on these damage-prone areas:
· All window corners - Photograph the wall around every window. This is where cracks show up first from vibration 
· All door corners - Photograph the wall around every door frame - another common crack location 
· Wall-ceiling joints - Walk through each room photographing where walls meet ceilings 
· Wall corners - Photograph where walls meet in room corners 
· Any existing cracks you see - No matter how small, photograph them with something for scale (ruler, coin, pen) 
· Ceilings - One photo of each room's ceiling 
· Basement walls - Walk around and photograph all basement walls - these are the most important for vibration damage
Why drywall matters: Drywall is brittle and cracks easily from vibration. Small hairline cracks from blasting often appear first around windows and doors, then spread along walls. If you don't have photos proving these cracks weren't there before, the contractor will claim they're old damage.
5. Test your doors and windows
· Open and close each one 
· If any stick or don't close properly, make a note on your phone and take a video showing the problem 
· This proves they had issues BEFORE blasting 

How to Take Good Photos
· Check your phone's date and time are correct - this is your proof of when photos were taken 
· Turn on location services (GPS) if your phone has it 
· Use good lighting - open curtains, turn on lights 
· Get close to cracks - they need to be visible in the photo 
· Take more photos than you think you need - storage is cheap, re-doing this is impossible 

Saving Your Photos
Do this immediately after your inspection:
1. Create a folder on your phone called "House Inspection - [Today's Date]" 
2. Move all inspection photos into this folder 
3. Email the entire folder to yourself - this creates a dated backup 
4. Copy to a USB stick and give it to a friend or family member to keep 
Do NOT delete these photos from your phone until you have at least one backup copy.

Priority Checklist
If you only have 30 minutes, photograph these in order:
1. ✓ All basement walls (cracks here are the best evidence) 
2. ✓ All window corners inside and outside 
3. ✓ All door corners inside 
4. ✓ Foundation cracks from outside 
5. ✓ Ceilings in every room 
6. ✓ Walk the exterior perimeter 

During Construction: What to Watch For
Once blasting starts:
· Feel a strong vibration? Immediately check your basement walls and window corners for new cracks 
· Hear blasting? Note the date and time on your phone 
· See new cracks? Photograph them immediately and compare to your before photos 
· Optional: Download a free "seismograph" or "vibration meter" app on your phone - run it during blasting to record vibration levels 

If You Find New Damage
1. Photograph the new damage immediately 
2. Compare to your before photos - can you prove it's new? 
3. Email the contractor (ASL Contractors and Paterson Group): 
· "On [date] I discovered new damage at [location]" 
· "This damage was not present in my pre-construction inspection on [date]" 
· "I am requesting inspection and repair" 
· Attach before and after photos 
4. Keep copies of all emails 
5. Contact Kanata Greenspace - report your damage so the group can track patterns 

Common Questions
Q: The developer's engineer (Paterson) already inspected my house. Do I still need to do this?
A: Yes. Paterson works for the developer, not you. Their inspection protects the developer's interests. Your independent photos are your only guarantee.
Q: What if I already missed the inspection deadline?
A: Do your own inspection today. It's better to have photos from now than no photos at all.
Q: I found a crack. How do I know if it's serious?
A: You don't need to know now. Just photograph it. The issue is whether NEW cracks appear after blasting starts. That's why you need before photos.
Q: What if I don't find any cracks now?
A: Perfect! Your photos prove your house was crack-free before construction. That's exactly what you want.
Q: This seems like a lot. Can I skip the interior?
A: If you're really pressed for time, at minimum photograph: (1) all basement walls, (2) all window corners from inside, and (3) walk the exterior perimeter with your phone camera running continuously as video.

Remember
· 30 minutes now protects years of home value 
· Blasting damage often doesn't appear for days or weeks - hairline cracks grow over time 
· You cannot prove damage without before photos 
· The developer's inspector works for the developer, not for you 

When in doubt, take the photo. You can always delete extras later. You can never go back in time.

